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WHAT CAN WE EXPECT IN THIS NEW YEAR? 
 

 What will this new year hold for you and me as 

individuals? What about our families? What about the 

local church with which we assemble and labor? What 

about our nation? What about the world?  

 In many aspects of life, each year can feel like 

“the same old, same old.” We are reminded of 

Ecclesiastes 1:9,10, where it is written, “That which 

has been is what will be, that which is done is what 

will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun. 

Is there anything of which it may be said ‘See, this is 

new?’ It has already been in ancient times before us.” 

Yet, we also know that if the world stands throughout 

2018, there will be some new things. There will be 

new songs, new discoveries, new inventions, new 

businesses, new heroes, new disappointments, and 

new scandals.  

 There are some things which we could label as 

“The Guarantees” for this new year. For instance, if 

the earth still has humans on it, there will be new: 

 Births – The population of the world stands at 

about 7.5 billion people today, with the most recent 

data available showing that new births worldwide are 

over 147 million per year [www.prb.org].   

 Deaths – The same source, Population Reference 

Bureau, indicates that there are over 57 million deaths 

per year, which averages out to about 109 deaths per 

minute. Birth and death are part of the cycle of life, 

and this year many of us will visit newborn babies in a 

hospital and attend someone’s funeral. 

 Weddings – Young and not-so-young people will 

exchange vows and commit themselves to one another 

as husband and wife. Marriage is honorable (Hebrews 

13:4), and when the relationship is in harmony with 

God’s will, it is a good thing to find a spouse 

(Proverbs 18:22).   

 Divorces – For some couples, their joyous 

wedding day is a distant memory. Sadly, this year 

many will decide to “call it quits” and legally end 

their marriage. God hates divorce (Malachi 2:16) and 

wants those whom He joins in marriage to stay united 

(Matthew 19:4-6). 

 Spiritual births – What a joy to observe or hear 

about people being born again through obedience to 

God’s truth! (1 Peter 1:22,23). It is always a 

wonderful thing when the family of God increases 

because He adds a saved person to it (Acts 2:47).  

 Spiritual deaths – The wages of sin is death 

(Romans 6:23), and sin will continue to ruin a lot of 

lives. Some who in the past walked loyally with the 

Lord either will leave their first love (Revelation 

2:4,5), become buddies with the world (James 4:4), or 

fall prey to false doctrine (2 Peter 2:1,2).   

 Rebellions and restorations – Some arrogantly will 

rebel against the Lord, His word, or the church leaders 

to whom He has delegated authority. God’s children 

rebelling against Him is nothing new, as they did so in 

Isaiah’s day, too (Isaiah 1:2). On the brighter side, 

some disciples of Jesus will come to themselves (Luke 

15:17), repent of their unfaithfulness, and come back 

to the Shepherd of their souls (1 Peter 2:25). How 

great that will be!  

 What about on the Godhead’s side of things? 

There is no doubt that God’s nature will not change. 

His love, holiness, justice, and all of His other 

attributes will go unaltered (Malachi 3:6). That is 

reassuring! God’s number one desire for humanity 

will not change: He still wants all to be saved (1 

Timothy 2:4). Rest assured that His arrangement for 

saving lost people will not vary from the past. 

Forgiveness will be available only in the Christ 

(Ephesians 1:7), and such will be obtained only by 

submitting to the gospel (Acts 2:36-38). God’s 

expectation for His church will be the same. He still 

wants it to glorify Him (Ephesians 3:21), act in 

harmony with His authority (Colossians 3:17), and 

worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:24). 

  Some aspects of 2018 remain unknown, as we do 

not know how they will play out. As God’s servants, 

what will happen with our faith, love, and Bible 

knowledge? In these areas, will we increase, decrease, 

or stay on a plateau? Will we become more zealous in 

doing the Lord’s work, stay at about the same level of 

enthusiasm, or slack off? What will we do with the 

opportunities which will come our way to do good to 

others and teach the gospel? Such matters will be in 

our hands. A new year is here. Let us be thankful for 

it, redeem the time, and live for the Lord’s glory. 

-- Roger D. Campbell 



THE BOOK OF MALACHI: A BRIEF OVERVIEW
 

 Along with the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, 

and Zechariah, Malachi’s message belongs to the last 

period of Old Testament history – a phase of Hebrew 

history which we often call “the Restoration Period.” 

From Malachi’s writing to the coming of Jesus in the 
flesh, there perhaps were around four hundred years. 

 Historical setting: In some areas, the message of 

Malachi strongly resembles conditions which existed 

among the Jews in the days of Nehemiah. For 

instance, there were corrupt priests (Malachi 2:7,8 vs. 

Nehemiah 13:29), Jews were marrying foreign wives 

(Malachi 2:10,11 vs. Nehemiah 13:23-27), and they 

were failing to pay tithes to the Lord (Malachi 3:8 vs. 

Nehemiah 13:10). Because of those situations, 

Nehemiah carried out substantial reforms in B.C. 432. 

Malachi’s writing seems to have been about that time.  

 Some key thoughts:  

 (1) One of Malachi’s major appeals is for the Jews 

to show reverence for Jehovah. If it is proper for a son 

to honor his father and a servant to honor his master, 

then the Israelites ought to honor and revere the 

Almighty (Malachi 1:6). When the Lord has to ask 

His people, “Where is My reverence,” then something 
is terribly amiss (1:7). 

 (2) Malachi has a unique style of writing, as in a 

number of places he reports a conversation between 

God and the Jews. First, God would charge the Jews 

with wrongdoing. Then, the Jews would respond that 

they were innocent. Finally, God would refute the 

Jews’ plea and show wherein they were wrong. For 

example: “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed 

Me! But you say, ‘In what way have we robbed You?’ 

In tithes and offerings” (3:8). God said, “Guilty.” The 

Jews pleaded, “Not guilty.” God’s comeback: “Guilty, 

and here is the proof” (cf. 1:6,7,13; 2:17; 3:13,14). 
And do you know what? God was right every time! 

 (3) The people’s worship-related activities were in 

a mess. They offered defiled food on God’s altar (1:7). 

They said the Lord’s table/worship was contemptible 

(1:7,12). They offered blind, lame, and sick animals 

for sacrifices (1:8,13). They counted the worship of 

Jehovah as a weariness (1:13). They failed to offer 

their best animals to God (1:14). The priests were 

leaders of the disrespectful approach to the Lord. The 

priests did not take God’s word to heart (2:2), 

departed from the way (2:8), caused many to stumble 

(2:8), and corrupted the covenant of Levi (2:8). Yes, 

the Jews were God’s chosen people, but their ungodly 

approach to worship caused God to tell them, “I have 

no pleasure in you . . . Nor will I accept an offering 

from your hands” (1:10). Obviously, not all worship 
which humans offer up to God is acceptable to Him.  

 (4) In this last writing of the Old Testament, we get 

a huge dose of “Thus says the Lord.” We read that 

expression at least twenty-five times in the fifty-five 

verses which comprise this book. It is God’s plain 

reminder that what He says matters above all else. 

 (5) There were a number of areas in which the 

Jews of Malachi’s day needed to “clean up their act.” 

Their problems areas included attitude (1:6,13), 

speech (1:7,12), conduct (1:8), causing others to sin 

(2:8), and failing to do what they knew they should do 
(2:4-6). Do those not sound familiar to us? 

 Other memorable lessons and reminders: 

  Malachi’s writing contains special prophecies. 

Two of them are related to John the Baptizer. He 

would come as the Lord’s messenger to prepare the 

way (3:1; Mark 1:1-3). He is called “Elijah,” who 

would come to “turn the hearts of the fathers to the 

children, and the hearts of the children to their 
fathers” (4:5,6; Matthew 11:7,10,14; Luke 1:17).  

 Two other prophecies are about the Messiah. He 

would come to His temple as “the Messenger of the 

covenant” (3:1; Hebrews 9:15; Matthew 16:18,19). He 

also would be “the Sun of Righteousness” (4:2; John 

8:12; 1 Corinthians 1:30). The Jews would wait for 

four hundred years for these prophecies about John 
and the Christ to be fulfilled 

  Jehovah is “a great King” (1:14). He is worthy of 

glory and honor (2:2) and is far above any governor or 
other civil officials (1:8).  

  In addition to helping their brethren come before 

the Lord in worship, God’s priests were supposed to 

be knowledgeable of His law and teach it. “For the 

lips of a priest should keep knowledge, and people 

should seek the law from his mouth; For he is the 

messenger of the LORD of hosts” (2:7). Would the 

same not be true for Christians, who are God’s priests 

under the new covenant? (1 Peter 2:5,9). 

  God’s attitude toward divorce is clear: “For the 

LORD God of Israel says that he hates divorce . . .” 

(2:16). It was a breach of a couple’s companionship 

and covenant (2:14). We should not be ashamed or 

hesitant to share these truths with people living today.  

  While God’s instructions and arrangements have 

changed from the old covenant to the new one 

(Hebrews 7:12), He Himself is immutable, as it is 

written: “For I am the LORD, I do not change” (3:6).  

 What an intriguing book this is! From its opening 

message about love (1:2) to its closing foretelling of 

the Christ and His forerunner (4:2,5,6), its riveting 

message will enthrall and bless those who study it.  

-- Roger D. Campbell 



YOU NEED TO KNOW WHAT FORNICATION DOES

 During the time Jesus lived on the earth and the 

New Testament was written, fornication was a plague 

on mankind. It was widely practiced and accepted by 

many as “normal.” So it is today. In our time, 

multitudes of people live together, sharing the same 

bed, though they are not husband and wife. They may 

feel no shame in such an arrangement, but before God 

their bed relations constitute fornication.  

 “Fornication” is from the Greek word 

“πορνεία/porneia,” which means “illicit sexual 

intercourse” [Thayer, word no. 4202 via e-Sword]. In 

every instance that a human being engages in sexual 

relations/sleeping with someone who is not his/her 

spouse — that is fornication.  

 The world’s concept of “safe sex” is different 

from the Lord’s. By “safe sex,” worldly people mean 

to take precautions when having sexual relations in 

order to prevent the female from conceiving a child. 

God’s view drastically deviates from that idea. With 

God, “safe sex” would involve two phases: (1) never 

sleep with anyone before you get married and (2) after 

you get married, sleep only with your own spouse, 

who also maintains the same level of purity. For both 

spiritual and physical aspects, God’s mindset about 

“safe sex” is what every wise person chooses.  

 While fornication is widely practiced and 

accepted, in many instances it is not called by that 

name. It would be rare to hear the word “fornication” 

used in a movie script or popular song. The concept 

often is present; it simply is called something else.   

 Fornication disregards what God says about bed 

relations. God’s plan is that only certain people are 

allowed to have bed relations together — that would 

be a husband and his wife (Hebrews 13:4). Any other 

approach to bed relations thumbs a nose at God.  

 Fornication offends the God of heaven. Jesus said 

that fornication is evil (Mark 7:21-23). Do you believe 

what He said? 

 Fornication stains the soul. In Jesus’ words, 

fornication defiles a person (Mark 7:21).  

 Fornication tarnishes Christian reputations. If 

someone wants to remind us, “Well, we all make 

mistakes,” that is a true statement. That does not 

change the reality, though, that when a person sleeps 

with someone who is not his spouse, he is setting a 

horrible example instead of showing a pattern of good 

works (Titus 2:7). Yes, it is possible for people to 

repent, move on with their lives, and be wonderful 

servants of the Master, but in that stage of life when 

the fornication becomes public knowledge, the 

reputation of the member and local church take a hit. 

 Fornication breaks hearts. It is a stab in the heart  

to those who care about the spiritual well-being of the 

transgressors. Jeremiah wept extensively when God’s 

people committed harlotry by going off and serving 

false gods. Caring Christians are crushed when saints 

and family members engage in fornication, especially 

when the participants shrug their shoulders as if it is 

no big deal or may even defiantly defend it.  

 Fornication makes future conversations 

uncomfortable. If people have committed fornication 

prior to getting married, they will dread having their 

own adolescent kids or those whom they are teaching 

in a Bible class ask them about their moral purity 

before they were married. The same is true for one 

who cheated on his/her spouse and others want to 

know, “Why did you and your spouse split up?” 

 Fornication forfeits fellowship with the church. 

The Spirit’s charge to the brethren in Corinth was “not 

to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is 

sexually immoral . . . not even to eat with such a 

person” (1 Corinthians 5:11). Congregations and 

individual members who fail to withhold fellowship 

from fornicators do so to their own spiritual peril. Let 

us never doubt that God’s way is right . . . always.  

 Fornication prevents entrance into heaven. Yes, 

fornication has eternal consequences. The Bible says 

fornicators who will not inherit the eternal kingdom (1 

Corinthians 6:9,10). That sounds serious to me. 

 “Why have you not mentioned the potential 

physical consequences of fornication?” Fornication 

sometimes results in an illegitimate pregnancy or the 

spread of disease, but to the followers of Jesus, though 

we would not downplay the effect fornication can 

have on the physical body, our main focus is on 

fornication being a spiritual disaster. 

 Let us not lose sight of these additional facts about 

fornication: (1) Fornication is avoidable. Our Lord 

charges us to abstain from fleshly lusts (1 Peter 2:12) 

and flee fornication (1 Corinthians 6:18). It is possible 

to do. (2) Fornication is forsakable. Just like other 

sins, it is possible for a person to repent and change 

his conduct, which in the case of fornication means to 

stop doing it (2 Corinthians 12:21). (3) Fornication is 

forgivable. When a fornicator repents of his sin and 

submits to the Lord’s instructions, his fornication no 

longer will be held against him (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).  

 As a Christian, you strive to live your life 

according to God’s standard that is set forth in the 

Bible. For your spiritual well-being, you would be 

wise to date or have a close relationship only with 

people of the opposite gender who have the same 

outlook toward marriage and bed relations you have.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



Romans 12:9 – “ABHOR WHAT IS EVIL. CLING TO WHAT IS GOOD.”

 We live in an era when many cry out for 

tolerance. They portray themselves as folks who will 

tolerate everything and everyone. There usually is an 

exception to their mindset. You know that, correct? In 

many cases, such people will tolerate almost all 

others, but they will not tolerate people who in any 

way oppose their lifestyle or erroneous teaching. 

 In contrast to the common notion that “anything 

goes,’ the Bible says, “Abhor what is evil. Cling to 

what is good” (Romans 12:9). From those two brief 

charges, there are numerous lessons for us to learn.  

 First of all, the God of heaven calls on us to 

distinguish between good and evil. There are things 

which the Lord identifies as “good.” There also are 

matters that He labels as “evil.” Know this: in God’s 

sight, good is not evil, and evil is not good. Jehovah 

declared, “Woe to those who call evil good and good 

evil; who put darkness for light, and light for darkness 

. . .” (Isaiah 5:20). These are serious matters! 

 A number of humans approach life with an air of 

self-dependence. They are convinced that they have 

the wisdom to determine on their own what is right 

and what is wrong, which behavior is acceptable and 

which is not appropriate. It is a totally humanistic 

approach. Herein lies the problem with such a 

mentality: “O LORD, I know the way of man is not in 

himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his own 

steps” (Jeremiah 10:23). Man’s intellect, by itself, is 

not sufficient to determine what constitutes proper 

behavior. When everyone in Israel did what was right 

in his own eyes (Judges 21:25), it was an age of 

spiritual disaster and darkness in the land.  

 The Lord God has His own standard for what is 

good. As the Israelites were preparing to enter into the 

land of Canaan, God through Moses reminded them, 

“And you shall do what is right and good in the sight 

of the LORD, that it may be well with you . . .” 

(Deuteronomy 6:18). It is a simple concept, but one 

which often gets ignored or neglected. If God says, “It 

is good,” then that is just what it is. The converse also 

is true: if God calls something “evil,” then evil it is.  

 God sent King Saul to destroy the Amalekites. 

Samuel’s plea to Saul was, “Now therefore, heed the 

voice of the words of the LORD” (1 Samuel 15:1). 

Doing so would have been “good” in the eyes of the 

Lord. Instead, Saul chose not to obey all that the Lord 

instructed him to do. Here is a portion of what Samuel 

said to rebuke the king: “Why then did you not obey 

the voice of the LORD? Why did you swoop down on 

the spoil, and do evil in the sight of the LORD?” (1 

Samuel 15:19). Why was Saul’s action counted as 

“doing evil” before God? Answer: He failed to obey 

God’s voice/word. The bottom line is, when a person 

complies with what God says, that is good. When he 

fails to submit to God’s word, that is evil.  

 What does God call on Christians to do with evil? 

Abhor it (Romans 12:9). Our Lord hates iniquity 

(Hebrews 1:9), and we, too, should hate sinful choices 

(Jude 23). What else should we do with evil? Refrain 

our tongue from it, turn away from it (1 Peter 

3:10,11), and expose it (Ephesians 5:11).  

 At the same time, God calls on all of His children 

to cling to what is good — not simply know what is 

good, and not simply acknowledge what is good. The 

charge is to cling/cleave to it, coming from the Greek 

word κολλάω/kollaō,” which means “to glue, to glue 

together, cement, fasten together” [Thayer, word no. 

2853 via e-Sword]. Our God wants us to stick to/be 

glued to what is good, hanging on for dear life. May 

God help us not to waver in our commitment to His 

way of righteousness.  

 As we strive to identify and cling to what is good, 

God expects us to love all people, including those who 

are ungodly and may even act as our personal enemies 

(Matthew 5:43,44). Like our heavenly Father, we long 

for lost people to turn from their evil, turn to the Lord, 

and live (Ezekiel 33:11). As Christians voice their 

opposition to immoral behavior and false religious 

messages, they sometimes are labeled as “unloving.” I 

tell you plainly, friend, it is not being hateful to tell 

people that we care about their eternal well-being and 

then point out to them how their conduct or doctrine 

violates God’s revealed word.  

 I do not hate those people who are in relationships 

which do not meet God’s approval, do you? I do not 

abhor homosexuals and adulterers, do you? I do not 

loathe liars and thieves, do you? I do not hate false 

religious messengers, do you? We abhor the evil 

committed and the damaging effects of teaching 

which is contrary to the doctrine of the Christ (2 John 

9-11), but we have no animosity toward the violators 

of God’s will.  

 “Political correctness” is a joke – a bad joke. We 

should strive to be correct in God’s sight, not in the 

eyes of unstable, self-loving, self-exalting humans. 

Long before the new covenant was given to mankind, 

God’s appeal to Israel was, “Seek good and not evil . . 

. Hate evil, love good” (Amos 5:14,15). Think about it. 

-- Roger D. Campbell 
 

[Unless stated otherwise, all quotes in all articles of TRUTH come from the New King James 

Version; ©1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.] 
 

TRUTH is published monthly by the Green’s  

Lake Road church of Christ in order to help educate, 

edify, encourage, and equip the saints of God. 
 


